
HISTORICAL FICTION & NON-FICTION BOOK REVIEW 

a. Choose one (1) of the four (4) Historical Fiction/Non-Fiction Books to read in its entirety.  (Descriptions and reviews 

can be found on our course website: www.apus2013.wordpress.com 

i. Coming of Age in Mississippi, Anne Moody (384 pp.) 

ii. Killer Angels, Michael Shaara (368 pp.) 

iii. Killing Lincoln, Bill O’Reilly & Martin Dugard (336 pp.) 

iv. The Winds of War, Herman Wouk (896 pp.) 

b. Write a BOOK REVIEW 

i. Your written report should: 

1. Show evidence that you have read and understood the book. 

2. Show that you have understood the book well enough to say something important about it. 

3. Show that you have thought about it, reacted to it, and have an opinion which you can express. 

4. Be a combination of summary and analysis, including your opinion of the book.  In structuring 

your report, consider the following: 

a. Introduction. (Include an MLA Citation of the book before writing the Introduction.) The 

title, author, and any relevant data you may have discovered about the writing and 

reception of the book.  Describe the main characteristics of the work.  From whose 

viewpoint was it written?  Is it a narrative or written to persuade?  Does it represent a 

particular interest or approach?  Is there anything else that a reader should know before 

starting this book?  (You don’t have to answer each of these questions in your paper, 

but thinking about them will help you get started.) 

b. Short Summary.  A summary shows that you have read and grasped the story, but it 

should be no more than 1/3 of your essay.  An intelligent summary is usually 

interpretive in a limited way.     

c. Analysis.  Analyze the most important meaning and qualities of the book.  This section 

should be the major part of your paper.  Demonstrate that you have read the book 

closely and have understood it, don’t just repeat the story.  You may want to include 

short quotations from the book in order to root your paper in the original text.  The 

most important thing to consider is this:  How effectively did the author accomplish 

what the author set out to do in this book? 

d. Opinion, Reaction.  Conclude with an explanation of your opinion about the book.  Do 

you feel satisfied with it as you finish it?  Was it worth reading?  Would you recommend 

it to a friend?  What should the author have done differently?  

i. Grading Criteria: 

1. Minimum of 3 not to exceed 5 pages in length. 

2. Includes requirements of Book Review Format (outlined above).  

3. Original work. Plagiarism will result in a ZERO grade with follow-up 

procedures in accordance to the EKHS Student Handbook.  

4. Typed – 12pt. Times New Roman font.   

5. Double-Spaced. 

6. Includes MLA Citation of book.  

7. Writing should be a sample of your best work.  

c. DUE on Wednesday, August 21st 2013.   

i. EMAIL BOOK REVIEW to: lindsey.boyle@kentwoodps.org  

 

http://www.apus2013.wordpress.com/
mailto:lindsey.boyle@kentwoodps.org

